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Stephanie Bell and Ella Bell assume State Board of Education leadership roles 

MONTGOMERY – Stephanie Bell of District III was elected vice president of the State Board of Education 
at today’s joint k-12 and postsecondary education meeting. She will serve a one-year term along with Ella 
Bell of District V who was elected president pro tem of the board.  
 
Stephanie Bell will preside over the board’s monthly work sessions and meetings in the governor’s absence. 
By virtue of his office, Governor Robert Bentley serves as president. Stephanie Bell succeeds Randy 
McKinney of District I and Ella Bell takes over for Gary Warren of District VII, both of whom decided not to 
run for re-election in the 2012 general election. 
 
Bell was first elected to the State Board in 1994 and has been re-elected to five consecutive terms. She is 
unopposed in the November 2012 general election for a sixth term. Bell completed her Bachelor’s degree at 
Auburn University with a degree in English/journalism-applied communication. She has worked as a news 
reporter for the Montgomery Advertiser and Alabama Journal. She is a former English teacher to Chinese 
adults in Taichung, Taiwan. Bell is a Governor-appointed member of the Education Commission of the 
States; Executive Director of SCORE 100, a statewide committee on Reforming Education; and serves on the 
National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) Governmental Affairs Committee (GAC), 
among many other duties and designations. She has participated in numerous state and national panel 
discussions and education forums and has been interviewed on the BBC Radio and television and National 
Public Radio. 
 
Stephanie Bell assumed her role as Vice President immediately and expressed gratitude for being selected for 
the position. “I want to say thank you to my colleagues – I am honored beyond measure,” Bell said. “I look 
forward to serving, being open and honest with a completely open line of communication.”  

As president pro tem, Ella Bell will serve as the presiding officer in Stephanie Bell’s absence. Ella Bell has 
been a State Board representative for District V since 2001. She is unopposed in the November 2012 general 
election for a fourth term. She received her Bachelor’s degree from Tuskegee University and a Master’s 
degree in Educational Supervision from Alabama State University. Bell completed coursework for a doctorate 
in Education Leadership from The University of Alabama and recently retired from the position of Director of 
Alabama State University’s Drop Out Prevention Center. She is an active member of her sorority, Delta 
Sigma Theta, a member of SISTAS – a support group for women surviving breast cancer; and has received 
numerous awards and recognition for her contributions to education in the state of Alabama. “This is a vote of 
confidence from my peers on the board and I accept the position with a tremendous amount of gratitude,” said 
Ella Bell. “The work we do on this board is of the utmost importance to the people of the great state of 
Alabama and I look forward to serving them in this capacity.”  

Both Stephanie Bell and Ella Bell reside in Montgomery. 
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